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possible to avoid appearing in print myself/' Also he makes the excuse that the courts are in session, and that "my absence has placed my business in such a situation as scarcely to leave a moment which I can command for other purposes."l
A week later Marshall is very anxious as to what course Gerry intends to take, for, writes Marshall, publications to mollify public opinion toward France and to irritate it against England "and to diminish the repugnance to pay money to the French republic are appearing every day." 2
The indefatigable Republican chieftain had been busily inspiring attacks upon the conduct of the mission and particularly upon Marshall. "You know what a wicked use has been made of the . . . X. Y. Z. dish cooked up by Marshall, where the swindlers are made to appear as the French government," wrote Jefferson to Pendleton. "Art and industry combined have certainly wrought out of this business a wonderful effect on the people." But "now that Gerry comes out clearing the French government of that turpitude, . . . the people will be disposed to suspect they have been duped."
Because Marshall's dispatches "are too voluminous for them [the people] and beyond their reach" Jefferson begs Pendleton to write a pamphlet "recapitulating the whole story . . . short, simple & levelled to every capacity." It must be "so concise as omitting nothing material, yet may be printed
1  Marshall to Pickering, Oct. 15,1798; Pickering MSS., Mass, Hist. Soc.
2  Marshall to Pickering, Oct. 22,1798; ib., Mass. Hist. Soc., xxiii, 251.